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1938 was a great year for BMW, when they introduced six new models.
The German R71 is not related to the R75, other than being made by BMW. 

German Influence on External Characteristics of M-72
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R12 Succeeded in 

German Ranks by the R75

Russian Army Chose BMW R71 as Their Standard Army Motorcycle, and Designated as the Russian M-72.
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Examining the German BMW R71Sidecar
ÅDetermine Characteristics of M-72 Predecessor (German BMW R71)

o Reflects State of M-72 Design at Time of Introduction into Russia
ÅGerman BMW R71 Touring Model (Side-Valve 750 cm3)

oñRò Stands for Roadster
oBMW R71 Never Built in Great Number (Overall Production: Only 3,458)
ÁDates of Manufacture: 1938 to 1941
ÁEarly 1941, BMW reactivated the R71 production line

ÅNot An Official German Wehrmacht (Army) Motorcycle
o Weak Military Bike, Until Changes Made on Russian M-72 in 1942:
ÁHigher Mudguards to Deduce Mud Sticking Above the Wheel
ÁUse of Dual Clutch Plates
ÁIncreased Final Drive (FD) Gear Ratio to 4.62:1 for Durability
ÁFrame Reinforcements

BMWôs R71 was designed as a touring bike for civilians, not for the military.3


